
 
Grandview Hills PTA  

General Membership Meeting Minutes 
September 13, 2017 

 
The general membership meeting of the Grandview Hills PTA was called to order on September 
13th, 2017 at 7:50am by president, Nicole Tomaszewski, the secretary, Andrea Ligas, being 
present. 
 
Quorum 
President, Nicole Tomaszewski established quorum. 
 
Minutes 
The May 3rd general membership meeting minutes were approved by committee. 
 
The volunteers to approve the September 13, 2017 general meeting minutes are Charlene 
Wiegrefe, Barbara Wells & Rachel Tolentino. 
 
Call to order – Nicole Tomaszewski 
Nicole welcomed everyone to the first general membership meeting of the school year. 
 
Financial Reconciliation Report- Chat Clussman 
Chat confirmed that the numbers check out and everything looked good.  
 
The year-end report showed 

Beginning balance of $24,734.12 
Total income was $59,365.77 
Total disbursements were $57,261.38 
Ending Balance $26,838.51 

 
Chat motioned to adopt the Financial Reconciliation.  No second was needed as the motion 
came from committee. The motion unanimously passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Judy Lydick 
Judy presented the year-to-date budget and gave a brief description of the budget lines. 
 
Financial Report July 1, 2017 – September 12, 2017 
 Beginning Balance $26,835.06 



 Total income $6,056.17 
 Total disbursements $4,760.02 
 Ending Balance $28,131.21 
  
Judy explained the escrow amounts shown on the financial report.  There are monies held to pay 
Texas PTA for collected dues and also sales tax.   
 
It was explained to the membership that the large balance that is showing doesn’t actually 
reflect what is carried forward for the year. There is still a large donation to be made to the 
school for educational activities, as soon as a total amount needed is determined by Mrs. 
Goecke. Mrs. Goecke was able to reuse some instructional resources that were previously 
purchased with the monies and therefore save money.   
 
Judy proposed the following budget amendments 
 
Income 
 Create Choir club line $3,000 
 Create Destination Imagination club line $350 
 Increase Skate Club to $800 
 Create a Misc. Donation line $50 
 Remove Yearbook club $240 
Disbursements 
 Create Choir club $3000 
 Increase Skate Club by $750 to $800 
 Decrease Board member training by $350 to $1150 
 Remove Planners $500 
 Increase Staff appreciation by $120 to $1120 
 Increase Insurance and bonding by $70 to $420 
 Remove Yearbook club $360 
 
Discussion and questions about proposed budget amendments.   
 
Q: How does not having a yearbook club relate to the actual yearbook?  
 
A: The yearbook is organized by the Historian, Susan Rebtoy, and a committee.  In the past 
yearbook club has designed a few pages and taken pictures but the bulk of the book is created 
by adults. There is no volunteer to run yearbook club this year and like other clubs who lose a 
passionate volunteer the club will not continue on. Susan has ideas about how to involve the 
students which she will present at a later time. 
 
Q: Can some of the money that was saved, for example by eliminating planners from the budget, 
go back to helping kids with financial difficulties pay for clubs? 
 



A: The board is looking at way to provide scholarships to kids who want to join clubs that require 
a significant fee.  There is a need and it is a process that the board is working on.  This year there 
have been more requests for scholarships than ever before. For certain clubs who have a 
volunteer coach it is easy to allow the child to go without a significant impact to the budget, 
however with clubs like Choir and Chess where a professional instructor requires payment for 
each student the money needs to come from somewhere.  The budget as a whole is a deficit 
budget so the board is also looking at ways to make up that deficit. More discussion ensued 
about ideas and needs for students with financial difficulties. 
After discussion, the board suggested amendments passed unanimously. 
 
Julia Watkins-Davis motioned to create a Choir Scholarship line under disbursements of $180. 
Angela VanDeWalle seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Nicole talked about the suggested process for taking scholarship requests. She has talked with 
counselor Toni Taylor about creating an anonymous process to protect identity of those in need. 
Discussion continued. 
 
President’s Report- Nicole Tomaszewski 
Nicole presented the Goals for the 2017 – 2018 Grandview Hills PTA 

• Continue to build on the successes of last year and make processes and documents more 
sustainable for future boards. 

• Continue to host events that engage the entire population of Grandview Hills Elementary. 

• Ensure that we’re considering the needs of low-income students. For example, we’re 
working to create a scholarship fund so more students can participate in after school 
activities. 

• Revisit the timing of when funds are used.  For example, maybe split the timing of Eagle 
Pride Grant fund so the monies can benefit students and faculty throughout the year. 

• Work closely with Kathy Goecke to get meet the needs of the school. Currently, the 
needs are on the playground and for the Pre-k courtyard. Nicole discussed a meeting she 
had with Dr. Troxell about the playground inequalities around the district.  He is working 
on creating a committee to take suggestions about the needs around the district. 

 
Nicole briefly discussed the upcoming LISD bond proposal on the November 7 ballot. It is a 
$454.4 million bond to benefit the whole district.  It has been 10 years since LISD had a bond on 
the ballot and at this point it is a need.  10 years ago, there were roughly 26,000 students 
attending schools in LISD.  11,828 have joined Leander in those 10 years and the projection is for 
at least 4,800 more.  
 
The bond includes money for new schools but also issues that affect the students right here.  
There is money for Vandergrift renovations, stadium expansion and design costs of the second 
access road into Vandergrift.  Also, for an agriculture facility to be built on Grandview’s property. 
 
Membership Report – Angela VanDeWalle 



The classroom contest is in full swing.  To date there are 188 members. A little behind from last 
year, at this point last year there were 232 members.  This year’s classroom contest will work on 
a percentage of members per class. The winning classroom will get a pizza party.  Last year 
Domino’s sponsored the party and Angela will ask them to do so again this year.  A classroom 
cannot win if the teacher is not a member. Currently, 31 out of 47 teachers are members and 
she is aiming for 100% faculty participation, to receive the Golden Apple Award from Texas PTA. 
Awards may be a bit challenging to achieve this year because membership increased so much 
last year. 
 
Angela is working on getting more parent enrichment classes scheduled.  She would like to have 
Texas PTA’s “Media Madness” class on November 15th to coincide with the next general 
membership meeting. Also, she has partnered with A+ Federal Credit Union to bring a financial 
literacy course to the school, date still to be determined.  She is also working on an Art showcase 
in the Spring. 
 
Fundraising Report – JT Tomaszewski 
Texas is ranked 36th nationally for state funding for grades K- 12. Texas spends on average $10K 
per student while the national average is $12,572. Leander Independent School District spends 
$8,333 per student.  State funding has decreased 20% since 2013 and we are asking teachers to 
do more with less. Fundraising is how we shore the gap and help our students. Roughly $.90 of 
every dollar the PTA raises goes back to the students at GVHE.  It allows for enrichment classes, 
supplies, improvements and much more. 
 
Our biggest fundraiser is No Hassle, but the PTA also receives support through corporate 
sponsorships, book fair, Box tops, spirit wear, school supply sales and sticker vending.  This year 
we will use banners and window stickers to acknowledge our corporate sponsors, and please 
visit and use the services of these sponsors.  They support us and we should support them.   
The No Hassle Fundraiser will start next month.  After figuring the number of students at GVH 
and considering the roughly 25% of the population that is considered eco dis we should be able 
to raise close to $33,000, if the parents that can afford it donate $100 per student. 
 
Clubs Report – Laura Engstrom 
Currently there are 13 afterschool clubs.  It takes passionate volunteers to create and run clubs 
so sometimes clubs come and go. Laura gave brief descriptions of each club. 
Garden club received a generous grant allowing for plans to expand the garden and build 
individual beds for each grade level. Teachers like to bring students out to the garden to learn 
and plant, having individual beds will allow them to watch their plants grow. Plans also include 
the creation of a space for Kinder and pre-K in the court yard, to help clean up that space and 
provide extra learning tools. 
 
Robotics and Jr. Robotics are full this year and looking for more volunteers to help run the club. 
Skate club has become a very popular club.  
Two new clubs starting this year are Choir club and Destination Imagination.   



There will be no yearbook club this year but it will not affect the actual yearbook which is being 
headed up by Susan Rebtoy.   
 
The school was able to receive a grant to bring Junior Achievement program into the school and 
therefore Junior Achievement Club is on hold until the scheduling of the school program so the 
information doesn’t overlap. 
 
Events Report – Barbara Wells 
Family Game night Thursday 9/28 from 5-7.  This event is sponsored by Mathnasium and our 
schools Math Pentathlon club.  The focus will be on math.  The event is free however Personal 
Slice Pizza and Menchie’s will be selling food.  The fund’s raised from the sales will go towards 
the creation of a Benevolence Fund for students whose families are experience financial 
hardships.  The fund will be used for a variety of items including after school activities and PTA 
sponsored programs. 
 
Costume Ball is scheduled for October 27th from 5:30 to 7pm.  The event combines physical 
activity with nutrition.  Eat the Alphabet has been scheduled.  This event will be a fundraiser and 
the monies raised will go back to the students based on the school’s needs.  Barbara is looking 
for a committee. 
 
Spring Fling is scheduled for April 13th.  This is the biggest event fundraiser of the school year and 
Barbara is looking for a committee to help plan the event.   
 
Principals Report – Kathy Goecke 
Mrs. Goecke began by talking about test scores and distinctions. She explained that Texas gives 
distinctions based on scores when compared to 40 other schools who are the same 
demographically.  
 
 Attendance is a major factor in receiving distinctions. GVHE is currently in the 3rd quartile with 
96.4% attendance rates; a rate of 97.2% is needed for 1st quartile.  Receiving a 1st quartile 
distinction increases points across the board for every other area.  The first week of school 
attendance was amazing with 99.4% of students in attendance. 
 
Writing scores dropped from 71% to 57% proficient. Writing is a focus for improvement for the 
school and Mrs. Goecke said she has made sure every grade as put writing time on the schedule.  
 
Last year’s 5th graders did amazing, receiving over 90% proficiency in both Math and Reading.   
Scores in general,  are moving up in both Math and Science.  In science we moved from quartile 
3 to quartile 1.   
 
GVHE is in the 3rd quartile in student progress.  Mrs. Goecke is asking teachers to be more 
cognizant of growth, even with “high-flyers”.  Is everyone making progress?  In general, GVHE is 
making progress, moving from a 29th ranking last year to a 22nd ranking this year out of the 40 
schools.  GVHE is still struggling with “closing the gap.” Last year’s scores showed a 50pt. 



difference between eco-dis and non-eco-dis children; this year that was decreased to a 30pt. 
difference, however GVHE is still in the 4th quartile and ranked very last out of the 40 schools in 
this category. “Closing the gap” is a very important to Mrs. Goecke and they are working as a 
team to decrease the gap.  For example, last year 4th grade did field trips before a unit to level 
the playing field and give experiences to those children who have never had certain experiences.  
It’s hard to imagine and relate to a zoo, for example, if you’ve never been. 
 
 Again, attendance matters across the board, the post-secondary readiness category is based 
solely on attendance. 
 
Grandview Hills has been designated as a Title 1 school with a 27% low-income population. 
Receiving this title gives GVHE target assistance and provides and interventionist for kids in 
reading and math. 
 
2017-18 Grandview Goals are to: 

1. Maximize academic growth for each student.  Mrs. Goecke would like to see huge growth 
in writing but at least a 3% increase in all areas.  Also narrow the gap between 
Economically disadvantaged and non-economically disadvantaged students. 

 
2. Prepare each student for college and career success. Continue with Attendance drive and 

progress. 
 

3. Inspire the whole child. Implement a district-wide psychosocial curriculum called Second 
Step.  It is designed to give kids more tools for social & self-regulation.   

 
4. Engage every student in relevant learning 

 
5. Ensure a world class workforce focused on student achievement.  Mrs. Goecke is working 

with a site based planning committee on how to attract and retain great teachers. 
 
The grading policy for 4th and 5th grade was updated over the summer.  Grades are weighted.  
Daily classroom work will account for 30% of the overall grade.  Children are still learning and 
practicing on this work so it doesn’t weigh as much toward the student’s final grade.  The lowest 
grade will be dropped each quarter.  There are no redos on daily work.  Assessments will count 
as 70% of a student’s final grade.  If a student receives below a 75% they will have the 
opportunity to retake the assessment.  The student must request the retake and will have 5 
school days from the time they are notified of their grade to do so.  There will be a teaching 
aspect to the retake, meaning the student’s teacher will take some time to go over the material 
again.  The highest grade that can be earned on a retake is an 85%. 
 
If a student is absent he/she will have one day to make up work for each day absent. 
 
 
 



Announcements 
Watch D.O.G.S. launch is September 19th. 
Grandparent’s Lunch and Family Game night are September 28th. 
GVHE needs a clothes closet volunteer for October 17th. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:03am. 
 
Andrea Ligas, Secretary 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


